
JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION STANDING COMMITTEE

The resolution presented here for the 2011 Franciscan Federation Conference was created by 
the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Standing Committee, Franciscan Communities’ JPIC 
coordinators and the Federation Region Chairs.  The resolution was presented at the Franciscan 
Federation Annual Conference on Saturday, July 30, 2011 at which time the assembly of 
participants strongly affirmed the resolution by their applause.

Trafficking of Human Beings:  Our Response as Franciscans

Statement of Resolution: Be it resolved that we, as members of the Franciscan Federation, 
upholding the inherent dignity of each human person in the tradition of St. Francis and St. Clare 
of Assisi, denounce all forms of human trafficking as criminal acts that violate basic human 
rights and exploit innocent people.  We pledge to work for the elimination of human trafficking 
and its causes; to advocate for rescue, safety and justice for trafficked persons; and to demand 
prosecution of perpetrators. 

Background:  Human trafficking is a modern-day form of slavery.  It is defined as the recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, providing, or obtaining, by any means, of a person for forced labor, slavery or 
servitude in any industry or site.  It includes sex trafficking, in which a commercial sex act is induced by 
force, fraud, or coercion, or when the person induced to perform a commercial sex act is not yet 18 years 
of age. 

According to the U.S. State Department, there are over 12 million adult and child slaves worldwide, 56% 
of whom are women and girls.  After drug trafficking, trafficking of human beings is tied with arms 
trafficking as the second largest criminal industry in the world.  It is also the fastest growing.  Traffickers 
generate billions of dollars in profits every year while victimizing millions of people around the globe. 

Victims of trafficking can be found in commercial sex situations, domestic situations (nannies or 
servants), sweatshop factories, construction, farming and landscaping, fisheries, hotel and tourist 
industries, panhandling, janitorial services, restaurant services, and in many other circumstances 
including forced marriages, illegal adoptions and the removal and selling of organs or other body parts. 

Poverty and inequality are important factors in making people more vulnerable to being 
trafficked.  As a criminal industry driven by large profits and the low risk of prosecution, 
trafficking will continue to exist as long as the demand is high and the risks are low.
Human Trafficking can be combated in several ways:                                                                                

1) Eliminate Extreme Poverty:  In the long term, wiping out slavery requires helping the world’s poor gain 
greater control over their lives.  Mandatory primary and secondary education and effective anti-poverty 
programs are the first steps.  Care must also be taken that trade agreements include enforcement of 
strict labor standards and anti-trafficking laws.
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2) Criminalization & Sanctions: While there are often laws in place prohibiting sexual 
exploitation and criminalizing trafficking, stronger penalties and increased enforcement are 
imperative. Prosecutors need more assistance and protection developing cases against 
traffickers, while victims must be given public assistance in the form of protection, rehabilitation 
shelters, healthcare and residency status.  The services provided trafficking survivors need to be 
victim-centered and acknowledge the further trauma caused when trafficked persons are 
arrested, charged with crimes or offenses, and detained in holding cells and jails.
3) Prevention: Training programs for law enforcement and government officials, public awareness, a 
warning system (like Amber Alert), and media campaigns have all proven successful against human 
trafficking.

4) Communication and Cooperation: International law enforcement coordination and cooperation are 
essential.  International NGOs that focus on human trafficking give power and protection to those who 
are fighting human trafficking locally, by putting pressure on corrupt public officials and observing 
criminal activity from abroad.  Political lobbying, legal aid and funding for non-governmental groups are 
also vital.

5) Decrease Corruption:  Corruption is one of the primary reasons human trafficking and slavery 
continues.  Therefore, public officials must be regularly investigated, held accountable and punished for 
corruption.

6) Decrease Demand:  Human trafficking will continue as long as there is demand for cheap labor, 
inexpensive consumer products and commercialized sex. The demand side of trafficking includes 
sweatshop or brothel owners, farmers, clients of sex workers, and people who hire domestic servants. 
We recognize the need to be well informed as we make choices concerning our purchasing and 
investment power.  Careful research into products and corporations is required.

RATIONALE:  As Franciscans, we affirm our relationship with all persons as our brothers and 
sisters. Following the example of St. Francis who reached out to the poor, oppressed and 
marginalized in his day, we have special concern for the dignity of all human beings and a call to 
respond when persons are being oppressed.  We aim to transform hatred to love, despair to 
hope, sadness to joy, and darkness to light for all human trafficked victims.

Therefore, we call for and support local, state, federal and international legislation, policies and 
enforcement that are compassionate, comprehensive and just.  We advocate that trafficked 
victims be treated with respect and made safe and secure rather than being treated as 
criminals.  As Franciscans, we commit ourselves to prayer and advocacy for an end to human 
trafficking and for respect and justice for all victims. 

Call to Respond
Let us, as Members of the Franciscan Federation address the needs of our times, as we respond 
individually and collectively to the issue of the trafficking of human beings in the United States 
of America and beyond. Therefore, members are encouraged to: 



 respond prayerfully, engaging in prayer services, remembrances and offering 
intercessions during liturgies and on other such occasions.

 become better educated about the issues related to Human Trafficking in the U.S. and 
abroad.

 engage in advocacy efforts such as petitions and postcard campaigns, calls, letters and 
visits to legislators, letters to the editor, nonviolent marches, vigils and demonstrations, 
media and other advocacy opportunities as they arise.

 engage in specific education and advocacy efforts concerning trafficked adults and children at 
sports events, conventions, or other public events.

 promote increased  education in identification and safe rescue in hospitals, schools, social 
service agencies, faith-based organizations, motels and other places where human trafficked 
victims can be rescued and provided with safety.

 become aware of our purchasing practices and the use of our investment power by 
researching the companies we support and the products we consume.

 collaborate with appropriate organizations working against human trafficking, by 
engaging in networking meetings, collective actions, advocacy efforts, and by financial 
support when possible.  

 keep records of our responses and activities during the year of this resolution on 
Trafficking, and share them with the entire Federation at the next Annual Federation 
Conference.
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Resources for 2011 Resolution: Human Trafficking

WEB SITES

The Stop Trafficking newsletter, hosted by the STOP ENSLAVEMENT serves as a forum for exchange 
among religious congregations and their collaborating organizations:

• to promote awareness re. human trafficking
• to exchange best practices in advocacy for and     
  empowerment of survivors of human trafficking; 
• to recommend actions to counter human trafficking.

http://www.stopenslavement.org

The Alliance to End Slavery & Trafficking (ATEST) is dedicated to ending modern-day slavery and human 
trafficking around the world. Modern-day slavery manifests itself in many forms—from forced labor to 

sex trafficking—but each is alike in posing a severe threat to basic human rights.
www.endslaveryandtrafficking.org/action

Polaris Project is a leading organization in the United States combating all forms of human trafficking 
and serving both U.S. citizen and foreign national victims.

www.polarisproject.org

US State Department – for press releases, reports and up-to-date information on foreign affairs
http://www.state.gov

National Human Trafficking Resource Center of the  US Dept. of Health and Human Services 
(Administration for Children and Families): Project Rescue and Restore, a public awareness campaign, 
which established Rescue and Restore coalitions in 24 cities, regions and States. These community action 
groups are comprised of NGO leaders, academics, students, law enforcement agents, and other key 
stakeholders who are committed to addressing the problem of human trafficking in their own 
communities.

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) – Bishops’ statement of response to human 
trafficking, and resources related to the topic.

http://www.usccb.org/mrs/trafficking/

The Leadership Conference of Women Religious. Working for a more just and peaceful world is an 
integral component of LCWR's vision and goals. While many member congregations are actively engaged 
in efforts promoting social, economic, and earth justice, LCWR provides opportunities for addressing 
issues of concern with a corporate voice by taking action on resolutions approved at the national 
assembly.

http://www.lcwr.org/lcwrsocialjustice/socialjusticeoverview.htm

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/hotline/index.html
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.polarisproject.org/
http://www.endslaveryandtrafficking.org/action
http://www.stopenslavement.org/
http://www.stopenslavement.org/index3.html


 

 Recommended DVD’s (many of these can be found through www.amazon.com)

  The Day My God Died  (www.thedaymygoddied.com)

The Day My God Died is a feature-length documentary that presents the stories of young 
girls whose lives have been shattered by the child sex trade. They describe the day they 
were abducted from their village and sold into sexual servitude as, “The Day My God 
Died.”  The film also introduces us to the heroes of the movement to abolish child sex 
slavery – non-profit organizations which rescue and care for former sex slaves.

Lives for Sale – Maryknoll and Lightfoot films (www.livesforsale.com  )  

A one-hour investigative documentary exposes the painful, rarely seen human side of 
illegal immigration - including the growing black market trade in human beings.

Stolen Childhoods (www.stolenchildhood.net)

This film features stories of child laborers around the world, told in their own words. 
Children are shown working in dumps, quarries, brick kilns. Stolen Childhoods provides 
an understanding of the causes of child labor, what it costs the global community, how it 
contributes to global insecurity and what it will take to eliminate it. The film shows best 
practice programs that remove children from work and put them in school.

Friends of Orphans: Healing the Wounds of War  (www.friendsoftheorphans.org)

Friends of Orphans (FRO) in northern Uganda is a lifeline for former child slaves who 
were abducted by the Lord's Resistance Army and forced to commit atrocities in their 
own communities. These former child soldiers have survived the unimaginable. FRO 
starts with the basic food and medical care before moving on to educational and 
vocational help

Dreams Die Hard  (www.freethe  slaves.net  )

In Dreams Die Hard, Filmmaker Peggy Callahan profiles the real-life story of people trapped in slavery 
across the United States. Ultimately, the stories presented highlight these survivors’ passion for freedom 
and justice, not just for them but also for victims of slavery worldwide.
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ORIGIN OF PROPOSAL:  JPIC COORDINATORS AND REGION CHAIRS:

NAMES AFFIRMING THE RESOLUTION:

Bernadine Franciscan Sisters, Sisters Judy Chiodo, Glenna Czachor, Francis Marie Duncan, Diane 
Frederick, Karen Hartman, Maureen Irvin, Janice Jolin, Betty Kane, John Kerr, Bea Leising, Sandra 
Lyons, Maryann Mueller, Jeff Odendahl, Marilyn Renninger, Julie Ann Sheahan, Margaret Sikora, 
Sylvania Franciscan Sisters, Jean Marie Toriskie, Marge Wissman, and Jeff Odendahl, Irene Senn, 
Katie Varatta.

[Franciscan Federation, July 30, 2011]

 


