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Message from the  New Chairperson of Region Two
With Ann Lyons’ introduction, I am humbled and chal-

lenged to accept the role as chairperson for Region Two.
This is the season for hope and change and transition from
what was to what will be. Let us rejoice and live in the
hope of promise.

As you know, the Task Force on Transformation will
meet with leadership members as well as with regional
steering committee members to present their findings on
April 20, 2008. This will take place at St. Bonaventure
University following the Festival of the 25th Anniversary
of the TOR Rule. The task force team is grateful that you
are keeping this labor of love in your prayers.

As members of the Franciscan Federation, we each
need to do our part to make the federation strong. So we
need to encourage each other and those in our region to

be supportive. Consider inviting our brothers and sister from
various Franciscan communities who reside in Region Two
to become members.

Have you looked at the federation website lately? You
will notice that the information regarding the 2008 AFC is
up and running well. Please consider signing up for the
conference. This year we will meet at the Adam’s Mark
in Denver, Colorado from July 24 to July 27.  Joanne
Schatzlein and Tod Laverty are our presenters who will
help us recognize that we are “Pilgrims and Strangers: Eyes
Fixed on Christ.”

You may have also noticed that the Federation office
is making major efforts to save money as well as make
money. “The Store” has items on sale. Who can resist a

Transitions are often difficult.   We know things will
be different but we don’t know how the change will affect
us.  One thing I am certain of, at this time of transition in
my personal life, is that Region Two has an able and tal-
ented chairperson in Betty Kane.  Betty has been the Vice
Chairperson for the Region for the last two years and has
been a member of the Region Two Steering Committee
for a number of years.  The Steering Committee, the Na-
tional Office and Board affirmed Betty’s transition to the
position of chairperson.  This change actually gives us
pause for celebration—celebrating the gifts that Betty
brings to the committee and celebrating the cohesiveness
of the group.  At the last Steering Committee meeting in
February we prayed together, attended to the agenda and

continued planning for the upcoming AFC in Denver.  It
was very evident that there was a seamless transition with
everyone eager to continue in their service to the Federa-
tion and especially to Region Two.

I have enjoyed serving the membership of Region Two
over the years and will continue to do so in a wider arena.
As a Federation we are in the process of renewing and
revitalizing ourselves as we meet the challenges of the
21st century.  There is new potential as the Task Force on
Transformation, the National Office and Board, the Lead-
ership Council along with the membership look at a new
model for governance.  We will be faced with new chal-
lenges, new solutions and new risks.  If we journey to-
gether, supporting one another, I am convinced that this
will be a hopeful, consciousness-raising process that will
bring new life to the Franciscan Federation as we build
upon and advance what has been given us.  Please pray
for me as I serve you as the Executive Director of a Fed-
eration that I love and believe in wholeheartedly.

Ann Lyons, fssj

A Time of Transition

Continued on page 3
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Sr. Wilma Kramer, OSF, member of the Steering Com-
mittee and Region Two’s representative to the Federation’s
Spirit  and Life committee, is truly filled with “spirit and
life”. Recently she answered some questions put to her by
our staff.

How long have you been on the steering committee?
Since   August   2000.
Have you played any specific role in it or other

Federation activities?
At that time I was elected treasurer and remained in

office until 2006, I  have been Region 2’s  representative
to the Spirit and Life Committee and with Sr. Jeanine
Morozowich, I was  responsible for the social committee
in the AFC in Baltimore and will be responsible for regis-
tration at the 2008 AFC in Denver.

What is your current ministry?
Since October of 1994, I have been Pastoral Assistant

at Mary Mother of the Church parish in Charleroi,  Pa.
What does that involve?
Our church presently has 1400 families.   Many are

elderly but still very active and involved in their church
through organizations.  I am the head teacher in the RCIA
program, conduct a Bible study class each week on the
Sunday Scriptures, oversee or chair  the Bereavement com-
mittee, Evangelization Group, Social Service of the parish
and the monthly parish “Meet & Greet.” With the pastor I
coordinate the Pastoral Council and the interview parents
who want to have their children baptized.

I am certified by the Diocese of Pittsburgh as a Dioc-
esan Advocate for Annulments; I serve as the parish rep-
resentative in the Charleroi Ministerial Association and was
recently voted chaplain for the area Serra Club. I also
serve as chaplain for the Ancient Order of  Lady Hiberni-
ans and am on  the board of the Washington County Catholic
Charities.

 Can you give me a brief summary of your previous
ministry experience?

Before coming to MMOTC, I spent 15 and a half years
in Appalachia where there were four Catholic  Churches
in the  30-square mile area, served by a team of two sis-
ters and two priests.  Prior to that ministry I taught pri-
mary grade classes in various schools of the Pittsburgh
Diocese; I have also taught and directed CCD programs
and ministered as a “special ed” teacher.

 During your years in ministry you have obviously
helped others in many ways. How have you been en-
riched?

We Would Like You to
Meet Sr. Wilma Kramer

Throughout my ministry I have found  joy in being with
people; young or  old, each is a gift in their own way, from
the little ones so eager to learn to the elderly so grateful
for a vist and time to chat.  Perhaps the gift of a listening
ear has been rewarding and sometimes exhausting, but
always new learning,  new experiencing, new challenges,
new hopes and perhaps the sharing of these gifts have in
whatever way the Lord has seen fit  made a better world
and enriched it with people who have found and spread
the joy of a good and happy life. I have found people all
along the journey who have encouraged and supported
whatever we were doing for the Lord, His church.  This
has made all the difference.

 What does being Franciscan mean to you?
Being Franciscan means discovering and taking to heart

the overwhelming experience of God’s love— which goes
forth in relationships that share and enrich and live the
Gospel.    And then sometimes use words.  My hope, like
Francis, is to see and be the face of God in a world that is
so much in need of  His love.

What gift do you think Franciscans bring to our
21st-century world?

Hopefully peace and love in all the struggles and  the
deep meaning these concepts entail.   By constant prayer
and understanding of the rule and the Scriptures we
Franciscans can create a PEACE-FILLED WORLD.

 As a Franciscan woman, how do you see yourself
contributing to this Franciscan experience in your
world?

Each year the AFC has presented valuable educational
material on Franciscan life.  Almost of us are blessed with
quiet times of prayer and retreat from which we then as
Franciscan women can draw from living streams and bless
all those we meet  with joy, hope and a peaceful life. Through
my gift of teaching to spread the Franciscan experience.
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letter of Region II of the Franciscan Federation, is published
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sale?! Also, Ann Lyons and Margaret Magee noticed the
overhead cost connected with the agent, PayPal. As a re-
sult, please purchase items and also pay for your confer-
ence registration by check. This will be helpful to the fed-
eration.

Our Rule reminds us, “As they announce peace with
their lips, let them be careful to have it even more within
their own hearts.” (Chap. IX, 30)  This is the Easter hope
and promise we live with on a daily basis. We can rejoice
that we have been called as Franciscans and acknowl-
edge that all good belongs to the most high God. Let us
live in the joy and faithfulness of God.

Sr. Betty Kane, OSF

Continued from page 1

Message from the Chairperson

On Saturday July 26, 2008 the Sisters will assemble
at the Motherhouse Chapel for the opening ritual and
Liturgy to begin Chapter 2008. The theme of the Chap-
ter is LIVING THE GOSPEL, EMBRACING THE
WORLD IN HOPE.  The sisters will be commuting
between the Motherhouse and St Bonaventure Univer-
sity for the week-long meetings, meals, and liturgies.
Maria Elena Martinez, OSF is the keynote speaker.  Her
presentations are on We Are the Gospel, Presencing
Hope!  The Chapter wi l l  be hearing from Frank
Morissey, OMI, Canon Lawyer, as we present the Pro-
posed Constitution and Directory. There are 130 full
participants with full voting rights, 16 consulting par-
ticipants, and 143 supporting participants.  Besides the
ongoing business of the Chapter these are some of the
other activities: celebration of outgoing leadership; the
time-honored tradition of an outdoor picnic on the
Motherhouse grounds; ceremonies of remembrance for
our deceased sisters; celebration of the newly elected
Congregational Leadership; a festive opening of the
Franciscan Sisters of Allegany 150th Jubilee Year.  The
five Pre- Chapter Assemblies place the Chapter in a
Franciscan contemplative context.  Please join us in
prayer as we continue to invoke the Holy Spirit for guid-
ance and inspiration in setting the direction of the
Franciscan Sisters of Allegany.

Marie Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF

Allegany Franciscans
Prepare for General

Chapter in July

The logo of the
General Chapter of
the Franciscan
Sisters of Allegany
(NY), surrounded by
the Chapter theme in
English, Spanish and
Portuguese:
Living the Gospel,
Embracing the World
In Hope.
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“ W e
the people
of  the
Town of
Barnstead
d e c l a r e
that water
is essential
for life, lib-
er ty,  and
the pursuit

of happiness – both for people and for the ecological
systems which give l i fe to al l  species.  We the
people…declare that we have the duty to safeguard
the water both on and beneath the Earth’s surface, and
in the process, safeguard the rights of people within
the community…and the rights of the ecosystems of
which (we) are a part.  We …declare that all of our
water is held in public trust as a common resource to
be used for the benefit of Barnstead residents and of
the natural ecosystems of which they are a part.  We
believe that the corporatization of water supplies in this
community – placing the control of water in the hands
of a corporate few, rather than the community – would
usurp democratic processes and result in tyranny; and
that we the people are therefore duty bound, under the
New Hampshire constitution, to oppose such usurpa-
tion and tyranny.  That same duty requires us to recog-
nize that two centuries’ worth of governmental confer-
ral of constitutional powers upon corporations has de-
prived people of the authority to govern their own com-
munities, and requires us to take affirmative steps to
remedy that usurpation of governing power.”(1)

In September 2006 in Pennsylvania, a law was
passed by the Tamaqua Borough Council   recognizing
that “ecosystems in Tamaqua possess enforceable
rights against corporations…and establishes that
Tamaqua residents can bring lawsuits to vindicate not
only their own civil rights, but also the newly-mandated
rights of Nature.”(2)

To date at least 100 Pennsylvania communities have
declared their communal rights over corporate rights
put t ing to  the test  long held appropr ia t ion of
“personhood” status by corporations.

The foregoing ordinance of Barnstead, New Hamp-
shire and the growing number of laws by Pennsylvania
communities play a significant role in recognizing the

inherent integrity and value of nature’s resources, such
as water and other ecosystems, as endowed with rights
of their own.  Just as humans have inherent rights, so
too do other creatures, all created as gifts of the Cre-
ator.

So let us look more closely at water.  Water is es-
sential for humans, plants, animals and Earth itself for
survival. It belongs to no one person or corporation,
but is held in public trust for all people and creatures.
How is it then that water can be bought and sold on the
commodities market, like deodorant and chewing gum?
Why is it that people can be so thoroughly duped by
media into believing that bottled water is the end-all in
hygienic hydration? No matter how transnational cor-
porations persuade cities or countries that they will re-
sponsibly, efficiently and with acute stewardship pro-
vide public water services, they can not in actuality do
so.  The very nature of transnational corporations is
built on profit-making with delivery of service based
on “ability to pay.” Can the profit-making model of cor-
porations encouraging bottled water consumption ever
effectively promote water conservation?

As a basic need for all life and good health, water
security is paramount for sustainable living. When forty
percent of the world’s population does not have access
to safe drinking water it is imperative that those of us
with access commit to conservation, protection and safe
treatment of water globally.  When corporations “buy”
water from rural villages that are left without adequate
and clean water for their own needs, how is that en-
suring water security?  As committed followers of Jesus
and his gospel message, why do we continue to op-
press the poor by stockpiling bottled water for personal
gratification when tap water is so readily accessible to
most of us in the United States?  Water is a fundamen-
tal right for all creation and it is our responsibility, as
citizens and women religious opting to be in solidarity
with people who are poor, to ensure that everyone has
access to water on a non-profit basis.

Sandra Lyons, OSF

(1) Caplan, Ruth. “The Right to Water from the UN
to Local Communities.” Embracing Human Rights,
Women on Water and Climate Change. Panel sponsored
by WILPF, US Section in conjunction with the UN Com-
mission on Sustainable Development, May 2, 2007, p.3.

(2) Ibid, p.2.

A Swig of Injustice
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BACKGROUND ON THE MANNING BOYS’
HOME:  Manning Boys Home, a 100 year old facility,
houses 23 at-risk boys ranging in age from 8 to 17 years
old. There is a single room that hosts all 23 boys. They
receive skills training and education.  Some attend the
nearby High Schools on scholarships and the others are
tutored at the home by professional teachers. The home
is operated and funded by the Jamaican Government.
No further major funding is received from donor orga-
nizations/agencies.

 THE CARIBBEAN YOUTH SUMMIT ASSO-
CIATION (CYSA): is a forum through which Carib-
bean youths exchange ideas and share experiences on
all issues.  The Association is comprised of leaders and
professionals between the ages of 18 and 35 years old.
As part of their involvement with youth, the Jamaican
Chapter of the Association has adopted the Manning
Boys Home. Members of the Association interact with
the boys and the administration of the home.  They are
advocates on issues affecting Jamaican youth such as
crime and violence, the justice system, education, and
youth representation. The Association has a number of
plans in store for the home such as assisting with the
water project, rehabilitation of the home, and commenc-
ing a music program.

UPDATE ON THE WATER PROJECT:  The Na-
tional Water Commission (NWC) equipped the home
for tap water. There are two wells. However, there is
a water problem – the pipelines that have been laid by
the NWC do not supply water to the home.  Water is
obtained by buying 8000 gallons of water every two
weeks.  This is stored in a main well at the front of the
home.  The entire area has a general water problem
due to the pipelines being tapped into by farmers. This
greatly reduces the volume of water. The home has 2
tanks, but only one is operational.

The following persons and agencies have been con-
tacted  regarding the situation:

The Water Resources Authority (WRA) – Jeffrey
Marshall;

The Water Resources Authority (WRA) – Natalie
Ferguson (well)

The National Water Commissioner – Mr. Green;
Child Development Agency – Mr. Brown;
Angella Graham –(Investigation)
They have been asked to assess the situation and come

up with alternatives for a proper and an adequate water sup-
ply for the home.  For more information, contact:

A Continuing Story,  Continued Involvement and Support

The Caribbean Youth Summit Association
C/o Sister Grace Yap, OSF
Immaculate Conception Convent
PO Box 1654, Kingston 8
Jamaica, W. I.

Marie Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF

 .
It was always a dream of mine to win the lottery for

one of the Franciscan Federation Region 2 Programs.  The
dream came true as I was chosen to attend “God’s Ex-
travagant Love: Reclaiming the Franciscan Theological
Tradition” at the Franciscan Center in Tampa, FL on Feb-
ruary 21-24, 2008.  How delightful it was to share this
program with so many other Franciscans.

The Historical Overview by S. Helen Jacobson pointed
out that the Franciscan Theological Tradition initially took
a back seat due to the institutional Church where Neo-
Thomism was evident. The custodians of the Tradition who
kept it vibrant were Clare, Bonaventure, Anthony of Padua,
Dun Scotus and others.

Through the ages, it remained in the margins of theo-
logical circles, but in the 19th and 20th centuries, the OFM
and other Franciscans began to promote the Omnibus, TOR
Rule, and other documents which led to the retrieval of
the Franciscan Theological Tradition.

Sister Helen Budzik spoke on the Love and Primacy
of Christ.

God’s Extravagant Love was developed to build on
the growing emphasis of this tradition. 

God in His goodness and unconditional love brought
forth the cosmos – the Incarnation of His son.  Creation is
distinct from the Trinity yet embraced by the Trinity.  God
is the mystery of Triune Love and freely invites others to
share this Divine communion.

Bonaventure stated that God would have sent His Son
even if Adam and Eve had not sinned.  The Incarnation is
not a consequence of sin.  It is the first fruit of Divine
Love.  Jesus Christ is not an afterthought.

Creation and the Humility of God was shared by Sis-
ter Mary Jane Rosko using the Canticle of Creation, a
Trinitarian Hymn of praise and glory to God.

A Dream Come True

Continued on page 6
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Be Franciscan! That has been a theme that has echoed throughout my
life. I learned more about what this means when I studied at St. Bonaventure
University. Because of my studies in Franciscan Spirituality I was called upon
to be associated with the Franciscan Federation since 1982. This association
has taken many forms. When Margaret Carney called for help to collate the
results of a questionnaire on the new Rule in process, I was there. As a pre-
senter of the Roots and Wings Workshop I joined with other Pittsburgh
Franciscans to present the development and themes of the new Rule. As a
member of the Rule and Life Committee along with Thaddeus Horgan, SA of
happy memory, we formulated a chart detailing the difference between mo-
nastic, apostolic and evangelical life. Along with Christopher Wagner, OSF
and Andrea Likovich, OSF we edited Traces, a resource of Franciscan liturgi-
cal pieces and clip art. For a brief period I served on the task force on educa-
tion and research of the Federation. Many times I have been part of the on-
site committees for the Annual Federation Conference. When the call went

out to regionalize in 1991, my community sent me to Aston to hear Linda Tan, OSF explain the task ahead of us and I
have represented the Felician Sisters of Pennsylvania in region 2 since that time. As part of the regional steering
committee I have served a term as vice-chair. Sharing the Franciscan story with my community members, Pittsburgh
Franciscans and being Franciscan has given me great joy.

Jeanine Morozowich, CSSF

Francis knew the word of god via creation.  He saw
himself as co-creator as he saw all creation needs heal-
ing.  Francis attained the heights of contemplation through
his relation to creation.  He encounters God in a humble
Church.  Creation is an expression of the Divine Mys-
tery.  It is grounded in relationship, a mirror of the Trinity. 
We need to take nature seriously and see it as sacred.

The Dignity of the Human Person was presented by
S. Kathleen Oswbelt who quoted Psalm 139: “We are fear-
fully, wonderfully made…”  We are called to measure our
lives in love as we are created in the image and likeness of
God.  The story of the human person is a love story
drenched in the fountain of Divine Goodness.  God desires
a relationship with each one of us in ordinary and mun-
dane times.  In our identity we can say we are the Be-
loved of God.  In our vocation each of us can say I make
the love of God visible in a unique way.

It was a wonderful program and I feel enriched hav-
ing attending it.  Thank you so much!

Joyfully Serving Franciscan
Federation for More than 25 years

Continued from page 5

Tampa GatheringOther Drawings Held
During Recent Meet

During the recent Steering Committee Meeting
in Pittsburgh, other drawings were held for the vari-
ous “lotteries” sponsored by Region Two. Congratu-
lations to the lucky winners and best of luck for all
those who are still anxiously awaiting an opportunity
to embrace Sorella Fortuna.

Heartbeats Gift Certificate:
Sister Grace Andrew Jeffreys
Sister Joan Ference

Franciscan Package:
Sister Jeanne Nisley

WTU Seminar:
Sister Carol Clare Czyewski
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Many evils exit in our world today.  We, the steer-
ing committee, thought it might be a good idea to bring
one of them to your attention: HUMAN TRAFFICK-
ING.  Trafficking in humans is a billion dollar industry.
This evil is real; it is global and its effects are truly
heinous.  This article could provide numerous facts and
statistics but we thought that providing  our readers
with some websites for your perusal would be more
helpful.

Sponsored by several Congregations of Women Re-
ligious – Franciscans among them – is Stop Traffick-
ing: The Anti-Human Trafficking Newsletter. As you
can see from the illustration above, the newspaper has
a threefold purpose: Awareness, Advocacy and Action.
The newsletter was originally sent out by e-mail to sub-
scribers each month but, because of the great demand,
subscribers receive a notice when the new newsletter
is posted. For the latest issue, as well as access to back
issues,  go to  h t tp : / /homepage.mac.com/
srjeanschafersds/stoptraffic

More valuable information can be found on the site
of the United States Department of Justice web-site at
www.ncjrs.gov . This page is actually that of the Na-
tional Criminal Justice Reference Service.

Since combatting the problem of trafficking in per-
sons is the responsibility of the Department of State,
more information on this topic can be found at http://
www.state.gov/g/tip/

Let us pray for the victims of this atrocity and for
those who maintain and support this evil while we, with
other people of goodwill, do our best to combat it.

Patricia Brennan, OSF

Gathering around the theme of hospi-
tality , the Sisters of Saint Francis of Phila-
delphia will celebrate their General Chap-
ter in Aston, Pennsylvania  from June 22
to June 28, 2008. The sisters ask all the
members and friends of Region Two to
keep them in prayer during this important
gathering.

Recently, Marie Lucey, Betty Kane, and Miriam Eileen
Murray (Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia) journeyed to
Scottsdale, Arizona, to participate in a Think Tank on the
Environment sponsored by the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious and presented by Paula Gonzalez, SC. Ari-
zona usually gets three days of rain a year; needless to say,
we had rain, snow, and sleet! However, we also had wind
and sun! Francis would have been pleased.

However, we were also pleased and proud. We were
able to share so much that our congregation is doing and has
done to preserve the beauty of our wonderful planet. We
spoke about our Community Supported Agriculture organic
farm, Red Hill Farm, and the fact that we have done an envi-
ronmental audit. We have purchased wind energy and some
hybrid cars. Our kitchen personnel have given serious thought
to recycling and to other ways of preserving our environ-
ment. We were humbly proud of our commitment, as Sisters
of St. Francis, to maintain our woodlands, wetlands, and mead-
ows areas as a wildlife sanctuary and we were most pleased
to be able to say that we will continue to do so. In addition,
we support our brothers and sisters in other parts of the Ameri-
cas by using Fair Trade Coffee and have created sacred
spaces throughout our properties.

But we learned so much more! We know now that we
must reduce our carbon footprint if our wonderful planet is to
survive. We were affirmed in the knowledge that we are
responsible, both individually and collectively, for conserving
energy and sharing and preserving our resources. We need
to begin now to walk gently on the earth so that generations
from now, others can enjoy what we now take for granted.

How do we go about reducing our carbon footprint? One
step at a time! And the steps do not have to be giant steps. In
our daily experience we have to consider walking instead of

driving, car pooling when possible, using
public transportation, and even making a
financial donation to have trees planted
to cover our global changing emissions.
Just changing our light bulbs to compact fluo-
rescent ones is a saving in both energy and
heat emissions—and it saves money too.

We also need to take global warming
seriously. Islands in the Pacific have already been lost to the
rising ocean. We now have “climate refugees”—populations
have been evacuated from their homelands because the wa-
ters have claimed their homes. It may sound simple but re-
ducing our energy use is vital to reducing our global footprint.

Betty Kane, OSF

Reduce our Carbon Footprint
In the Footprints of St. Francis
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The Sisters of St. Francis were officially founded on July 12,  2004 when  three congregations  from New York
united to become the Sisters of St. Francis. Recently the Sisters of St. Francis of Millvale  merged with this new
congregation.  Now there are four congregations together which originally grew from the same Philadelphia congrega-
tion founded by Sister Mary Francis Bachmann,  Sister Mary Margaret Boll and Sister Bernadine Dorn.

In the latter part of 2007 a special three-day celebration was held in Syracuse, New York, headquarters of the new
congregation; all the Millvale sisters who could travel gathered with the assembled community at which time they
shared meetings and prayer and simply enjoyed the present while recalling the good times of the past and imagining the
good things yet to come. A vision of PROPHETIC HEARTS  evolved of what could be and will be as we walk together
into a future  of a new vision for religious life.

Sr. Wilma Kramer, OSF

Millvale Franciscans Merge with the Sisters of St. Francis
of the Neumann Bachmann Communities.

Living the Evangelical Life:
The Conversation Continues

At the invitation of Pittsburgh
Franciscans, Ilia Delio, OSF of
Washington Theological Union
spent Saturday, March 15 at the
Felician Sisters’ Provincial House
in Coraopolis, PA exploring the
topic, Evangelical Life in a
Complex World. Well over one
hundred participants including
Franciscans from Bellevue,
Coraopolis, Millvale, Whitehall,
and Erie explored the historical

roots of evangelical life with its meaning in the time of
Francis differing from what the word itself means today. The
types of religious life: monastic, apostolic, and evangelical were
compared. After setting the stage, Ilia asked those present to
consider where each person found themselves and where their
community would be: monastic, apostolic, or evangelical. Per-
haps we are a hybrid but always straining to becoming evangeli-
cal, focused on the person of Christ, focused on relationships.

The afternoon session was spent looking at factors in our
world militating against evangelical life and what is ours to do.
Suggestions included: prayer and the practice of contemplation
of God in our everyday life, preferential option for the poor and
for the earth, recovering the capacity for wonder and living in the
primacy of love. Living the evangelical life—we are not there—
we are straining to become.

At the end of the afternoon those present were filled to
overflowing with new insights yet realized we need to continue
the conversation, continue living into what it means to live the
Gospel by word and example.

Jeanine Morozowich, CSSF

The simplicity yet complex problem of trafficking in
persons was brought home clearly to me during my years
serving in the missions of Kenya. The people in East Af-
rica are extremely poor and depend entirely on whatever
crop they are able to raise. Consequently, when the rains
fail there is no crop and that translates into the problem of
no money and no food.

Having experienced several seasons of drought, a
young mother sold her teenage daughter to a policeman
for the sum of 500 shillings per month. ($7.14) The girl
was expected to remain at the policeman’s house to do all
the cleaning, cooking, and laundry.

The sisters learned of her plight one day when the
young girl came to our mission for an afternoon of recol-
lection, but she was promptly taken back to the policeman’s
home to work. When the sisters were able to speak to the
young girl, she told them that her employer was also mak-
ing advances toward her and she was afraid to remain in
his home.

The sisters paid the mother the money that she would
have received from the man for the rest of the year. The
following year the girl was given a job cooking in the vo-
cational school on the mission grounds so that some money
might reach her family.

Trafficking right at home—how many more such in-
stances have gone by unnoticed.

Sister Mary Marcia Rydzewski, CSSF

Trafficking in Persons:
 Driven by Poverty


