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Message from the Chairperson of Region Two
Advent summons us to the beginning.   The lavishness

of God’s compassion and mercy frames yet another year
for us.  The Sundays of Advent arouse our imaginations
and stimulate our awareness for what this time births: an
expectation and sensitivity to the Lord’s coming.   Our
tradition proclaims this as an event both already accom-
plished in history and an event moving toward fulfillment
in the future—our future.  Our encounter with the day of
the Lord occurs concretely in the struggles and tensions,
choices and decisions of human living.

The bleakness of December can have us straining for
signs of hope.  One such sign of hope for the Federation is
the continued work of the Task Force on Formation in de-
veloping a new model for the Governance Structure for
the Federation.  Once again, the Task Force is seeking
input by means of a Questionnaire sent to Community Lead-
ership, the National Board, Region Steering Committees
and membership.  The attendees at the 2007 AFC partici-
pated in the broad consultation to help this study move
forward through their evaluation and discussion of various
models.  Information gathered from the Questionnaire will
be presented at a meeting of the Federation Council on
April 20, 2008 at St. Bonaventure University.  Members
of the National Board as well as members of the
Franciscan Federation Committees have also been invited
to attend.

A Federation that is alive with the spirit of Francis and
Clare cannot be static.  We cannot be passive followers of
a dynamic tradition.  Our Franciscan history is a story of
new beginnings and ventures.  The words of wisdom found
in the Book of Tobit certainly do apply to our efforts: “Seek
counsel from every wise person, and do not think lightly of
any advice that can be useful.  At all times bless the Lord
God, and ask him to make all your paths straight and to

grant success to all your endeavors and plans.” Tobit 4:18-
19

Plans are moving ahead for the 2008 AFC to be held
in Denver, Colorado at the Adams Mark Hotel which Re-
gion Two will co-host along with Region Six.  Members of
the Region Two Steering Committee: myself, Betty Kane,
Pat Brennan, and Sandra Lyons met in Denver from Sep-
tember 13-16, 2007 with representatives from Region Six,
the National Office staff, Nix Associates personnel, along
with Linda Tan, President, and Dianne Marie Collins, Vice-
President.  We toured the hotel and selected rooms for
break-out sessions and exhibits, discussed a selection of
the theme and logo, spoke with the presenters and deter-
mined criteria for selection of the peacemaker honorees.

At the Steering Committee meeting held at Whitehall,
in Pittsburgh on October 26-28, 2007 members of the com-
mittee volunteered to chair the following committees for
the 2008 AFC:

Liturgy Committee Betty Kane
Environment Committee Sandra Lyons

 & Pat Brennan
     Registration Committee Jeanine Morozowich &

Wilma Kramer
    Social Committee Althea Anne Spencer

 Thanks to all these team members who are willing to
give of themselves and their time in planning the 2008 AFC.
Members of the Region are also needed to serve on these
various committees and we are counting on your support.

Time was spent discussing the three priorities set at
the 2007 AFC by Region Two regarding the Resolution by
the Federation to care for and preserve Sister Water.  The
priorities were:

See ‘Message’,  page 5
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Region  2  Lottery
Tampa Gathering
February 21-24,2008

Name

Address

City                                                                       State              Zip Code

E-mail address

Complete and  mail this form to Sr. Althea Anne Spencer, 3603 McRoberts Rd., Pittsburgh PA 15234 by January 15, 2008.

On Saturday, October 20, 2007 the four Franciscan Com-
munities in the Pittsburgh area sponsored a celebration of
this momentous anniversary.  Over 150 sisters and brothers
gathered at the Motherhouse of the Sisters of the Providence
of God to hear a presentation by Sister Margaret Carney,
OSF, who had the privilege of being with the Project from the
beginning.

In her inimitable style Margaret gave us many insights
into the birth, growing pains, and fruition of the Rule Project
begun in 1967 after the mandate from the Second Vatican
Council for each religious congregations to re-appropriate its
founder’s charism.  As Margaret put it, “ in several nations
and in different federations, efforts to state a contemporary
understanding of our specific Third Order and charism and
mission flowered.”

Margaret paid high tribute to the leadership of the
Franciscan Federation for their wholehearted support and
encouragement during the 70’s and 80’s, support and encour-
agement that were vital and deeply appreciated by herself
and Atonement friar, Thaddeus Horgan.

The day concluded in the chapel with Margaret’s final
presentation. This was followed by a meaningful prayer ser-
vice and a final tribute to the memory of Thaddeus Horgan.

Pat Brennan

Celebrating our
Rule and Life

How great it was to be the lucky winner for the AFC this
past summer.  I usually participate in these lively meetings but
was thrilled when my registration fee was paid by the members
of my Region 2 brothers and sisters through the annual raffle.  I
faithfully fill out that form each year without imagining I might
win.  My congregation thanks all of you also!

 The Annual Federation Conference this summer was full
of life with presentations so Franciscan, theologically appropos
and very timely regarding critical issues of justice. Marya
Grathwohl, OSF and Helen Prejean (honorary OSF!) gave such
poignant presentations with their sidekicks, Tom Grady OSF and
Mary Elizabeth Imler OSF adding vibrant reflection—and all this
to remind us of our commitment to right relationships with one
another and all creation flowing from the chapters of our Rule
and Life.  Needless to say, bottled water never touches my mouth!

 I especially enjoyed the peacemaker banquet and the trip
down memory lane with Margaret Carney, OSF as we celebrated
the 25th Anniversary of our TOR Rule revision with our congre-
gations’ many peacemakers.  It is always this time together as
brothers and sisters that convinces me it is well worth our effort
to renew and restructure the Federation so our charism remains
vibrant as we move into the future.

Thanks again to all for this opportunity. I hope my dues this
year goes to an equally appreciative recipient!

Janet Gardner
Sisters of St. Francis of the Providene of God

Winner Reports on
Winning Assembly
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The FrancisClarian, formerly known simply as the News-
letter of Region II of the Franciscan Federation, is published
twice yearly by the Steering Committee of Region 2, which
includes members living in the States and U.S. territories shown
to the right.

Sr. Ann Lyons, FSSJ is the Chair of the Region Two
Steering Committee; the Vice-Chair is Sr. Betty Kane, O.S.F.,
Treasurer  is Sr. Althea Anne Spencer, O.S.F. and the Sec-
retary is Sr. Marie Kathleen Stagnaro, Congregational rep-
resentatives include:  Sr. Kate Holohan O.S.F.; Fr. Bill
Linhares T.O.R.; Sr. Barbara Fried O.S.F.; Sr. Sharon Dillon
SSJ-TO.S.F.;  Sr. Jeanine Morozowich C.S.S.F.; Sr. Sandra
Lyons, O.S.F.;  Sr. Patricia Brennan O.S.F.;  Sr. Eileen Golby
O.S.F., Sr. Patricia Nightingale, O.S.F. and Sr. Andrea Inkrott
O.S.F.  FrancisClarian Editor, Sr. Nancy Celaschi, OSF.,

Pennsylvania
Delaware
Maryland
Virginia
West Virginia
Kentucky
Tennessee

North Carolina
South Carolina
Mississippi
Alabama
Georgia
Florida
Jamaica

God’s ExtraGod’s ExtraGod’s ExtraGod’s ExtraGod’s Extra vvvvvaaaaaggggg ant Lant Lant Lant Lant L ooooo ve:ve:ve:ve:ve:
Reclaiming the Franciscan Theological Tradition

Franciscan G athering 

Franciscan Center, T ampa Fl orid a 

Febr uar y 21-24, 2008
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Much has been said and written about the Franciscan theological tradition offering a message of healing and hope
for our times. Through prayer, presentation, discussion and the arts, “God’s Extravagant Love” will center on

¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ -  Historical Overview
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ - The Primacy of Christ, of Love;
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨ - The Creation, and the Humility of God;
¨¨ ¨¨ ¨  - The Dignity of the Human Person.
           
Informed by our rich Christian heritage and our Franciscan perspective, we will gather together to search, cherish,

build and integrate the profound truths of our Franciscan theological tradition with all that speaks of LIFE.
      

     TOTAL  COST:  Double: $325,
Single: $375 (includes a $50 non-refundable deposit)

Commuter Rate:  $175 (Includes $50 non-refundable deposit)

Please call the Center at (813) 229-2695 or  e-mail at francntr@tampabay.rr.com for more information.
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Region  2  Lottery
AFC 2008 - Denver, Colorado

July 24-27, 2008

Pilgrims and Strangers - Eyes Fixed on Christ

Name

Address

City                                                                       State              Zip Code

E-mail address

Complete and  mail this form to Sr. Althea Anne Spencer, 3603 McRoberts Rd., Pittsburgh PA 15234 by April 30, 2008.

How long have you been on the steering committee of
Region 2?

Since August of 2000.
Have you played any specific roles in it or in other fed-

eration activities?
Presently I am vice-chair of Region 2. In 2001, when Re-

gion 2 had responsibility for the AFC in Baltimore, I was in charge
of liturgy. For the 2008 AFC in Denver, I will also be taking care
of the liturgy.

What is your current ministry?
Since August 2000, I’ve been part of Congregational Ser-

vices as Director of Evangelical Life Services for our congrega-
tion, the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia.

What does that involve?
Basically, I’m responsible for whatever pertains to our “life

as Franciscans in the Church.” That includes Franciscan spiritu-
ality and theology, liturgy and worship, justice and peace, and
care for creation. I also coordinate the yearly gathering for our
sisters, our annual congregational jubilee celebration, immersion
experiences, and the Franciscan pilgrimage lottery.

Can you give me a brief summary of your previous min-
istry experiences?

I have been an elementary school teacher, served in pas-
toral care in a hospital, was a pastoral associate in a parish, served
as vocation director, and was a member of our provincial coun-
cil.

Obviously you’ve helped others in many ways during
your years in these ministries. But, looking at the mutuality
of ministry, how have you been enriched?

In my present work in congregational services, working with
people who are really dedicated to the task at hand has been a
gift. They are so supportive. It’s a joy to come to work and to see
others who find joy in what they do. In parish work, I’ve met
people who are so willing to serve the needs of others, who give
of their lives and treasures and want to be supportive; to me
that’s an example of God’s generosity and faithfulness. Work in
both the parish and in pastoral care involved working with the
sick. To me that reveals our vulnerability—and not just human
vulnerability but also the vulnerability of God. There was tender-
ness in that ministry that was truly a gift. In education I experi-
enced joy and freedom in the children and, at the same time, my
own inadequacies and a willingness to learn. Part of what I do
currently is also to moderate one of our Companion gatherings in
the Fallston, Maryland area. This has really shown me the holi-

Meet Betty Kane, Vice-Chair of Region II
Part of an ongoing series introducing Steering Committee Members

See ‘Betty’, page 5
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1. educate through newsletters
2. advocate for the preservation of wetland, watershed,

etc. with local governments
3. support dig-a-well project in Jamaica
All of these priorities will be addressed in articles found

in this newsletter.
I’m happy to report that I was the lucky winner for

the Lottery for the Franciscan Symposium at Washington
Theological Union this past spring.  The weekend was infor-
mative and inspirational.  There is something wonderful about
gathering with the brothers and sisters of our Franciscan Fam-
ily.  Further information about this Symposium can be found
in an article in this newsletter.

May we rejoice together at the coming celebration
of the birth of the Messiah and by the power of the Spirit;
may we always act with justice and peace in our world.

S. Ann Lyons, FSSJ

Continued from page 1

Message

Eureka!!!  Supposedly that’s what Archimedes cried out as
he luxuriated in his Jacuzzi bubble bath and realized how he solve
the dilemma of whether or not he was being cheated out of his
gold. Okay, so maybe the ancient Greeks didn’t have Jacuzzis or
even bubble baths; history was never my strongest subject, but I
honestly did have a “Eureka” moment the other day as I pon-
dered over my e-mail inbox.

So many people have asked me what is the biggest differ-
ence between life in the USA and living and working in Italy—
other than the obvious meals and siesta, that is! Well, a few days
ago I realized that the answer lay in the in-box of my Outlook
Express. I’ve begun to call it “Sacred Spam”.

Yes, it’s absolutely true! You can forget all those offers from
lawyers and financiers who want to share their 10 billion dollar
inheritance with you and all you have to do is send them your
bank account number. I do not only receive offers for miracle
drugs and even more miraculous beauty treatments. I’ve been
assured that millions of dollars await me if I only click on a cer-
tain link, or if I fail to reply and give them all my personal infor-
mation my (need I say non-existent) bank accounts may be at
great risk. I can assure you, however, that my Italian in-box has
much more interesting offers.

¨ Did you know, for instance, that I can hurry and sign up
for a two-week course that will help me construct and play my
very own liturgical zither? (Are there zithers for non-liturgical
use?)

¨ After I’ve made and mastered my zither, I can go to an-
other monastery for a two-week course in liturgical vocal train-
ing, a real waste of my community’s resources, I fear.

¨  How can I resist the offer to attend a series of classes on
stained-glass art? After all, my father worked for Corning glass
in Charleroi. Come to think of it, I don’t know if we get to make
our own glass, or if they provide it for us in little pieces, sort of
like a medieval  box of crayons.

¨  My aunt, the seamstress, would definitely advise me to
take the course in “ecclesiastical couture”, that is, the art of
custom-designing and creating my very own liturgical vestments.
I’m not sure that I’d have much use for wearing them, however.

¨  My absolutely all-time favorite, though, is the course I’m
really dying to know more about. I want to enroll in this special
program that teaches the art of liturgical floral arrangement. My
interest has really been piqued because the course is being taught
by a priest who has a doctorate in “floral iconography.” What
university, do you think, offers that specialization?  Hmmm! I
wonder if he signs an “F.T.D.” after his name!

Nancy Celaschi, Rome Correspondent

A New Answer to a
 Very Old Question

ness of persons who
hunger for God and for
the Franciscan experi-
ence.

What does “being
Franciscan” mean to
you?

I’m in relationship
with others, with all cre-
ation. It means being sis-
ter with every person,
with everything created,
without pretense.

What gift do you think Franciscans bring to our 21st

century world?
We bring joy and hope to our world. Both are vital for hu-

mankind to continue. We offer others our fidelity and our desire
to live the Gospel. We offer our laughter and our willingness to
cry with those who are weeping—simply by our lives.

As a Franciscan woman, how do you see yourself con-
tributing to this Franciscan experience in your world?

We were talking about the need for joy and hope. I am a
person of hope and trust that God will bring good out of the
experience of pain in our world. I try to share this with others.

Continued from page 4

Betty
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Region  2 Lottery
WTU Symposium

May 23-25, 2008
Name

Address

City                                                                       State              Zip Code

E-mail address

Complete and  mail this form to Sr. Althea Anne Spencer, 3603 McRoberts Rd., Pittsburgh PA 15234 by February 29, 2008.

Wetlands Provide Vital Services for Fish, Fowl and Us
Wetlands are like the kidneys of our bodies.  While our kid-

neys remove potentially toxic substances from our blood stream
and direct them to our bladder and then outward and onward,
wetlands trap particulate matter and toxic chemicals from pesti-
cides, untreated human and animal sewage, farm and lawn fer-
tilizers, as well as oil and other car fluids that trickle along our
roadways and into the nearest streams and rivers.  Polluted water
from the atmosphere, rain and road runoff that enters a wetland
is absorbed into the ground like a sponge. Wetlands capture,
store, purify and slowly release the water it has absorbed during
heavy rains, storms and snow. The slow release helps to prevent
the disastrous effects of flooding, like the unrestrained storm of
Hurricane Katrina imposed on the city of New Orleans.

Wetlands come in a variety of styles. There is the wet
meadow with its picturesque wild flowers and winter grasses;
the coastal marsh with its herbaceous and emergent vegetation;
the floodplain with its lowlands found along streams and rivers
that periodically flood while also providing support for majestic
hardwood trees. It would require a collage of picturesque sites
to identify the diversity of wetland habitats.

Wetlands act as newborn nurseries providing protection for
newly birthed aquatic life until such time that self-protection is
achieved.  Wetlands provide valuable lay-over respites with food
and rest for migratory birds during their lengthy journeys to their
warmer southern vacation spots.  A third of all endangered spe-
cies depend on wetlands for survival, including our national bird,
the bald eagle.

As humans, we have consciously or unconsciously valued
the recreational, aesthetic, educational, commercial or produc-
tion benefits of wetlands over our life-spans.  Whether we en-
joyed fishing and boating opportunities (recreational), donned
clothing and relaxed upon easy chairs or ate at our kitchen table

(timber and fiber production), relished the taste of fish and crabs
or rice and cranberries at our favorite restaurant (commercial
animal and food production), we’ve utilized the services pro-
vided by wetlands.

“…Scientists have calculated that it would cost more than
$100,000 a year to artificially duplicate the water purification and
fish propagation capacity provided by a single acre of natural
tidal wetland.  Even if such sums were available to carry out
these processes artificially, the energy expenditures involved (pro-
ducing and burning the requisite fuels) would probably lead to a
net increase in pollution rather than a decrease.  Thus, there is no
real way we can compensate for the losses of natural services
that are incurred as natural ecosystems are degraded or destroyed.
We simply suffer the consequent deterioration in environmental
quality.” 1

Historically, the Egyptians who prospered along the banks
of the Nile River are known as the greatest and most famous
wetland civilization. Unfortunately, as technology improved and
humans became more anthropocentric, we forgot our interde-
pendence with Earth.  We negated the value of wetlands, con-
centrated only on negative perceptions, and all but eliminated the
natural resource with the implementation of “Swamp Act 1849.”
Over  time, land was filled in and converted to cities, such as
New Orleans which is one to five feet below sea level, Washing-
ton, D.C., Houston, Miami, Chicago, Boston, Central Park in
NY, and even Disney World.2

Coming full circle today, wetlands are seen in new and radi-
ant light.  Government regulations promote wetland preserva-
tion, conservation, mitigation and restoration – all healthy options
for maintaining and revitalizing wetlands as prime and pristine
natural resources.  Today there are two celebration days rever-

See ‘Wetlands’, page 7
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encing wetlands as vital resources to our ecological, economic,
and social health. Beginning in 1991, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) and its partners initiated May as Wetland
Month.  In 1997 World Wetlands Day, February 2nd was added
to our global calendar of natural resource celebrations. The theme
for 2008 World Wetlands Day is “Healthy Wetlands, Healthy
People.” Let’s celebrate!

Enjoy the following websites to learn more: www.wetland.org
 www.ramsar.org
 1Richard T. Wright and Bernard J. Nebel, Environmental

Science: Toward a Sustainable Future, 8th edition. Upper
Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson Education, 2002.

2www.wetland.org/downloads/Wetlands101ppt.pdf, p. 78.

Continued from page 6

Sandra Lyons, OSF

Wetlands

The Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia celebrated the
anniversary of the TOR Rule on August 11, 2007 at their
annual Gathering Day in Aston, PA.  We were privileged to
have present with us Sister Margaret Carney OSF and Jean
Francois Godet who were involved in the Rule project; and
Sister Ann Carville OSF who was the Executive Director of
the Federation at the time of the writing.  It was a thrilling
and joyful moment for us as we honored especially our former
General Minister, Sister Rose Cecilia Case OSF, who was a
supportive part of the Rule project from the beginning.

The day began with a simple prayer service in which the
Gospel Book and TOR Rule were danced in as we sang
Bernadette Farrell’s “Alleluia! Raise the Gospel.”  The im-
age of the weaving of the Gospel within the TOR Rule was
evident as the dancers circled one another and the assembly.
There was a short reading from Scripture (Mark 10:21, Matt.
16:24 and Luke 9:3) and then Articles #1 and #30 were read
from the Rule.  After each book was enthroned in a place of
honor on the stage, we sang two more verses of “Alleluia!
Raise the Gospel.”

Mary Beth Ingham CSJ was the morning speaker who
considered the Rule from the viewpoint of Scotus in her pre-
sentation on “A Certain Affection for Justice.”   In the after-
noon Illia Delio OSF offered her reflections on the “Theologi-
cal Underpinnings of the TOR Rule.”  At noon we enjoyed a
delicious banquet and at the end of the day a festive Eucha-
ristic Liturgy with Giles Schinelli, TOR, as the presiding priest.

Betty Kane

Members of the Steering Committee attending the October meeting were standing (l-r) Sandra Lyons, Pat Brennan, Betty
Kane, Ann Lyons, Althea Anne Spencer. Seated (l-r) are: Jeanine Morozowich, Marie Kathleen Stagnaro and Wilma Kramer.

Celebrating TOR Rule and
Life at “the Glen”

Regional Lottery Winners

Region 2 has added another aspect to its semi-
annual drawing.  Along with two recipients receiv-
ing gift certificates to HEARTBEATS, one lucky
individual receives a Franciscan Package from the
Franciscan Federation Store.  Winners of the au-
tumn drawings are:  Jeanne Williams from Allegany
and Mary Elizabeth Killoran from Aston won the
Heartbeats certificates.  Sr. Mary Ann Lostoski
from Whitehall won our first Franciscan Package.
Congratulations, Sisters!

The Steering Committee of Region 2 met at the Sisters of
St. Francis in Whitehall for its fall meeting.  Eight members
were present for the October 26-27 meeting.   Important
topics of this meeting were the discussion of implementing
our water project for the region, update from the National
Office, planning for the newsletter, and beginning prepara-
tions for the AFC 2008 in Denver.  The Committee
attended the presentation for the 25th Anniversary of the
Rule given my Sr. Margaret Carney which was sponsored
by the Pittsburgh Franciscan Communities.   The next
Steering Committee meeting will be February 15-16 in
Philadelphia.
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“In terms of water use, drinking water, and
water-related disease, 1.1 billion people lack ac-
cess to an improved water supply”. The Planet’s
Water Crisis by Stephen Lynch, OFM

The boys at the Manning Boys’ Home in Ja-
maica are part of the 1.1 million people.

This home of safety for abused or abandoned
boys is over 100 years old and the oldest govern-
ment owned and operated children’s home in Ja-
maica.  Presently, at the home there are 26 boys
between the ages of 8 and 17 years old but the
government is planning on sending 30 more boys
there.  Recently, the roof of the Home and the
new dorm were destroyed by hurricane Dean.  Sister Grace
Yap and The Caribbean Youth Summit Association are
assisting with improvements of the Home.  They have the
written approval of the Government.

A major need at the home is a fresh water supply.
Since the Home is situated on a hill, the water table is too
far down, so it is not feasible to drill for a well. Alternative
methods of obtaining water are being sought – catchment
areas for rainwater and the building of another water tank.
See accompanying pictures.

A priority of the Franciscan Federation, in conjunction
with the “International Decade for Action: Water for Lift,”
is to care for and relate to water as “Sister”.  Therefore,
we look to take actions individually, collectively, and in

Water’s Role is Vital for
Life and Growth

solidarity with people throughout the earth to address con-
cerns of water scarcity and water quality.  The Region 2
membership present at the AFC voted to support a Water
Project (need for a functioning water supply) at the Man-
ning Boys’ Home in Jamaica.  Jamaica is part of Region 2.

Aside from the government and funds from a few
church related groups, there is little support.  Money is
needed for the water projects. See related articles to find
out how you personally or with others can be a support for
this project.

Manning Boys’ Home
Southfield, St Elizabeth
Jamaica, West Indies

Marie Kathleen Stagnaro

Region II to Host February Federating Workshop
Region Two is hosting a Federating Workshop at the Franciscan Spiritual Center in Aston, Pennsylvania on Febru-

ary 16, 2008.  The workshop is for Franciscan women and men with the desire to embody and enliven the ongoing
legacy of our Third Order Regular charism and life.  Prayer, input, conversation and reflection on the TOR Rule and
Life, and the Franciscan themes of fraternitas, freedom, fidelity, fecundity, and feasting will all be included in the day’s
activities.  The workshop will be facilitated by Members of the Freeing the Fire Core Committee.  Previewing the
DVD/Video entitled “Federating” made by Mary Elizabeth Imler, OSF offers important input and reflection for discus-
sion at the workshop.  You can contact the National Office to purchase the DVD/Video and reflection guide.  The
purpose and objectives of the workshop are:

¨ To deepen an understanding of Franciscan spirituality and the implication for federating
¨ To explore the possibilities of federating on the local level and in your area
¨ To identify the gifts needed for federating
¨ To identify the talents and gifts you can bring
¨ To determine a personal and communal action to further federating.
A flyer with all the pertinent information regarding the workshop and a registration form will soon be available.

Ann Lyons, fssj
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The theme for the 2007 annual symposium at Washington Theological Union held Memorial weekend was “Franciscan
Evangelization: Striving to Preach the Gospel.” Its purpose was to “focus on the cleric-lay relationship within the early
movement and in today’s world, as we seek to follow Francis’ desire to preach the Gospel by example and word.” (Ilia Delio)

Dominic Monti opened the symposium with a statement that Gospel life is Gospel preaching. Already those present were
attentive. When one encounters Christ in the Gospel and that experience of Christ transforms us we want to share the story.
Even if proclaiming the message means by the life we live. Dominic then gave an historical overview of preaching in the
Church beginning with the early Church as spontaneous preaching in the home. Gradually through history preaching became
associated with the clergy and being authorized to preach. Other speakers Colt Anderson, Darleen Pryds, Joe Chinnici and
Canic Connors developed the theme in more detail with the topics:

¨ Clerics, Laity and Preaching the Gospel Among the Early Franciscans
¨ Preaching Women: The Tradition of Mendicant Women
¨ The Impact of Clericalization on Franciscan Evangelization
¨ Franciscans in Collaboration: Starts and Stops
The energy and thought provoking ideas in these presentations gave participants much food for thought in terms of the

direction of the church today, power in the church, theology of church order and lay ecclesial ministry. As Franciscans we are
called to bring to the table an alternate vision with the gifts of humility, poverty, presence, mercy, generous service, sharing of
power and healing.

As richly diverse as were the presenters so also were the informal and stimulating conversations among the participants.
Let us go forward preaching the Gospel!

Jeanine Morozowich

Evangelical Life Means Gospel Preaching in Word and Work

I have been involved with the Franciscan Federa-
tion, Region 2, since its initial gathering in Aston, back
in 1991.  I attended that meeting at the request of our
General Minister to “just check it out and see where
we can be involved.” I left the meeting as secretary/
treasurer for the region.

Little did I dream that attending that initial meeting
would lead me down the path I have been on since then!
At the time we had no money and no members, but lots
of hopes and dreams.    Over the years, those hopes
and dreams have come to fruition due to the enthusias-
tic and vibrant women and men in our region.  In a
very short time, we had a membership list of approxi-
mately six hundred and were publishing newsletters and
directories and becoming involved in hosting and spon-
soring programs.   Those dreams continue to this very
moment!

I have been a sister of the Sisters of St. Francis of
the Providence of God for thirty years.   I often ask
myself where have the years gone?!  In my early years
of ministry, I taught at our Academy in the Business
Department.  When the Academy closed, I was ap-
pointed Vocation Minister for four years.  During that
time, I also studied and became certified as a massage
therapist.  I then served in a local parish as a Parish

MEET THE MEMBERS: Althea Anne Spencer
Social Minister for five years.  Currently, I serve our
province as the Vocation/Life Futuring Minister and the
Formation Minister.  Plus, I am a certified massage
therapist with a part time practice.  This coming June,
I will have completed a four year program and receive
a certificate in spiritual direction.  Other interests and
involvements include:  clown ministry, hospital chap-
laincy, and youth ministry.

All of my ministries have always been blanketed
with the spirit of St. Francis and our Franciscan life.  I
have been blessed with excellent programs, studies, and
involvement with our Franciscan family on so many lev-
els.  Serving on the Steering Committee in various roles
has been a joy and given me opportunities that have
enriched my life and expanded my involvement.  While
serving as Chair of the region and attending the Na-
tional Board meetings, I met so many of our brothers
and sisters.  I am always in awe of what each sister/
brother is doing to enliven our Franciscan charism and
to share the joy and peace of our St. Francis and St.
Clare.

It is both a privilege and a gift for me to be able to
serve on the regional steering committee and to be part
of this wonderful family.
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