
Racine support immi-

grant and low-wage 

workers through legal 

clinics, ‘Know Your 

Rights’ trainings, Eng-

lish classes, Citizen-

ship classes and more. 

Visit their website at 

www.vdlf.org for even  

more information. 

Immigration 

“Pilgrims & Strangers” 

Region IV Steering Commit-

tee invites you to a Day of 

Reflection on the Issues and 

Myths surrounding the Immi-

gration of peoples into the 

United States. So save the day: 

October 24, 2009!  

Silver lake College 

Manitowoc, WI 

10:00-2 p.m. 

Bill and Joanne Lange, with  

the Voces de la Frontera and 

New Sanctuary Movement in 

Milwaukee, will offer an  in-

sightful presentation on 

Sanctuary from a Bibli-

cal perspective as well 

as practical experience.    

Voces de la Frontera is 

Wisconsin's leading 

immigrant rights group 

- a grassroots organiza-

tion that believes power 

comes from below and 

that people can 

overcome injus-

tice to build a 

better world. 

 Their Workers’ 

Centers in Mil-

waukee  and 

              October Reflection Day on  

       Immigration Issues 
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Special Points of     

Interest  

AFC ‘09 Resolution:  That as 

Franciscans we are called : to 

contribute  to the solution of  

immigration issues and con-

cerns; to strive to change atti-

tudes and laws   so that immi-

grants can support their families 

in dignity;  to witness to the 

respect of persons and affirm 

an open and diverse United 

States culture. [reaffirmed from 

‘08 AFC] 

Keynote talk and PowerPoint  

of Sr. Pat Smith from  AFC ‘09 

are at the franfed.org website. 

The AFC in 2010 will be  in 

Buffalo, New York, on July 

29—31st. 
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              Region IV  News Items to Share 

Regional  Leadership  

At the June 13th Meeting 

of the Region IV Steering 

Committee, a special rec-

ognition of thanks and 

appreciation was given to 

Ginny Heldorfer, OSF, 

who served as a great  Re-

gion IV chairperson for 

the past 6 years.  Judy 

Chiodo, OSF, of the Roch-

ester Franciscans, and Sis-

ter Lorita Gaffney, OSF of 

the Franciscan Sisters of 

Christian Charity, were 

elected as co-chairs of the 

Region IV Steering Com-

mittee for the next three 

years.  A special prayer and 

blessing were extended to 

the new officers. 

More Thanks   

We thank Kathy Hol-

land, OSF, who is willing 

to continue as Region IV 

Secretary, and to Mary 

Jo Kahl, FSM,  and An-

gie Keil, OSF, who serve 

as regional treasurers. 

Regional Membership 

All Third Order and 

Secular Franciscans in 

Iowa, Wisconsin, Minne-

sota, and the Dakotas 

are encouraged to have 

members on the Steering 

Committee for Region 

IV.  If you have SFO 

chapters in your area, 

please extend the invita-

tion. 

   Welcome to the  

Steering Committee ! 

We warmly welcome 

Karen Lueck, FSPA, of 

LaCrosse, who will rep-

resent the Franciscan 

Sisters of Perpetual Ado-

ration .  We heartily wel-

come Nancy Miller, 

OSF, of Dubuque, who 

will serve with Ginny 

Heldorfer, OSF, as rep-

resentatives of the Du-

buque Franciscans.  

Several Region IV con-

gregations are choosing 

to have two sisters on 

the committee—a great 

way to share ideas and 

travel! 



Commission of Regions 

With the new re-structuring, we now 

have a Commission of Regions (COR). 

What is its purpose? How does it serve 

us in Region IV? 

Serving on this commission are: Sisters 

Betty Kane, OSF, Wilma Kramer, OSF, 

Karen Marie Lanigan, OSF, Pat Larkin, 

OSF, and  Mary Maloney, SFP.            

Their responsibilities are: 

 To serve the regions by providing 

forums to foster  diverse expressions 

of our TOR charism;  

To use COR meetings as a forum to 

meet the needs of  the regions; 

To suggest AFC themes & speakers; 

To work with regions in planning 

programs, gatherings, and communi-

cations; 

To request that leaders appoint reps 

to the regional steering committees; 

To communicate with elected leaders 

To encourage regional participation-

Love Holding Love  

Pray and Sing the words of St. Fran-

cis and St. Clare in 26 mantras taken 

directly from their writings on 2 

CD’s entitled Love Holding Love.  

They include background informa-

tion on Francis and Clare and a 16 

page booklet explaining each chant. 

Five mantras are in both Spanish and 

English.  These mantras are designed 

for personal prayer, small commu-

nity groups, prayer groups, retreats, 

communal prayer, and public liturgy 

where hymns and responsorial anti-

phons are used. The suggested dona-

tion for these CD’s is $25 plus $4 for 

shipping. Free shipping for orders of 

10 or more. Your purchase is a do-

nation to the Franciscan Pilgrimage 

programs’ Scholarship Fund. You 

can order these CD’s  on-line at 

www.FranciscanPilgrimages.com   

Ask about a Songbook Accompani-

ment for CD’s for singers and musi-

cians by calling 602-625-6183 (Tau 

Publishing). 

Region IV Steering Committee      

Serving You 

Judy Chiodo, OSF– Sisters of St. Francis Rochester 

Assisi Heights; Regional Co-chair 

Mary Louise Dolezal, OSF- Franciscan Sisters of  St.. 
Paul 

Rose Margaret Firkus—Sisters. of St. Joseph-tosf 

Lorita Gaffney, OSF - Franciscan Sisters of Christian 

Charity, Regional Co-chair, Newsletter Editor 

Ginny Heldorfer, OSF-  Dubuque Franciscans 

Kathleen Holland, OSF- Clinton Franciscans, Secretary. 

Mary Kabat, OSF-  Bay Settlement Franciscans 

Mary Jo Kahl, ofm - Fran. Sisters of Mary; Treasurer 

Angie Keil, OSF -  Sisters of St. Francis, Tiffin, Ohio,  
       Treasurer 

Ann Kelley,  Sisters of St. Francis, Milwaukee 

John Kerr,  TOR Franciscan, Minneapolis 

Kay Klackner, OSF, Fran. Sisters of Christian Charity 

Joanne Klinnert, OSF- Little Falls Franciscans 

Mary Beatrice Knipple, CSSF-  Felician Sisters, Mke 

Karen Lueck, FSPA—Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 

Adoration 

Mary Anthony Menting, SCSC. Sisters Of Mercy of  
       Holy Cross, Merrill 

Nancy Miller, OSF - Dubuque Franciscan 

Mary Jo Palma, SSM—Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother,  
       Oshkosh 

Melanie Pradis, OSF—Wheaton Franciscan 

Marilyn Shea, OSF-  Clinton Franciscans 

John Marie Simien, SCSC- Sisters Of Mercy of Holy 

Cross, Merrill 

Phyllis Wirtz, SSSF—School  Sisters .of St. Francis, 
Milwaukee 

                                                                                                     Of   Things  Franciscan  

                                     Retreat        

Shalom Retreat Center, Dubuque, IA., 563-

583-3592; email: DBQShalom@aol.com  

 * Days of Quiet and Prayer (4 session series) 

     Wednesdays : Sept. 16, Oct. 14, Nov. 18, 

      Dec. 16 from 9:15 a.m.—2:30 p.m.  

      facilitated by Margaret Jungers, OSF 

 *  Finding and Becoming Pease in a Troubled  

      World ; Dec. 4-6, 2009,  by Dan Crosby,   

      OFM.Cap 

  
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, Little Falls, 

MN, contact Sr. Bernice Rieland at 320-632-

0668; franciscanlife@ fslf.org;  website: 

www.fslf.org 

Centering Prayer & Lectio Divina  (a - new 

monthly event)  Thursdays: Sept. 17, Oct. 15, 

Nov. 19, Dec. 17, 6-7 p.m.; hour of prayer. 

Programs 

Franciscan 3-D Weekend at St. Francis Convent, 

Oct. 3-4, 2009, includes Transitus, festive St. 

Francis Liturgy and blessing of animals. 

Advent; Feasting on Festivity: Reflections for 

Advent,  December 5, 2009, 9—3:30 p.m. 

presented by Sr. Michelle L’Allier, OSF and 

Bro. David Liedl, TOR. 

Year End Time of Prayer for Peace: a 24-hour 

Vigil of Prayer and Fast (6 p.m on Dec. 

30—6 p.m. on Dec. 31st concluding with a 

New Year’s Eve Prayer Service at 7 p.m. on 

the 31st. 

Retreat: Living the Gospel of Luke: January 8 at 

7 p.m.—January 14th at noon; directed by 

Jude Winkler, OFM Conv. Pre-register by 

Dec. 11th. 

Franciscan Federation Region IV  

Check out   

Federation       

activities at 

www.franfed.  

org  

Editor:: Sister Lorita Gaffney 
Franciscan Sisters of Christian 
Charity 
2406 S. Alverno Rd. 
Manitowoc, WI 54220 
Phone: 920-686-6128 
Fax: 920-684-7082 
Email: lorita@silver.sl.edu 


